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FLOOD MANAGEMENT  
  

 

Connecticut Department of Housing 

505 Hudson Street 

Hartford, CT 06106 

 

Attn: Helen Muniz 

 

Re: Approval of Certification & Exemption Request 

FM-201610538 

Meriden Commons, 144 Mills Street/177 State Street 

Meriden, CT 

 

Dear Ms. Muniz: 

 

The Inland Water Resources Division of the Department of Energy & Environmental Protection has 

reviewed the flood management certification application and exemption request prepared by 

AECOM and signed by Deputy Commissioner Nick Lundgren of the Connecticut Department of 

Housing (“Certifying Agency”).  

 

The certification and exemption request submitted on August 31, 2016 states that the proposed 

activity has been designed in compliance with the requirements of Section 25-68d(b) of the 

Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) and Section 25-68h-1 through 25-68h-3 of the Regulations of 

Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA) with the exception of Section 25-68d(b)(4) of the CGS. 

 

Specifically, an exemption is requested from the provisions of Section 25-68d(b)(4) of the 

Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) which requires that proposed activities promote long term non-

intensive uses and has utilities located to discourage floodplain development. 

 

The project consists of three phases for the properties at 144 Mill Street and 161/177 State Street in 

the City of Meriden. The first phase is remediation activities at 177 State Street.  The second phase is 

the construction of a 100,000 square foot commercial/residential building at 161 State Street/177 

State Street along with the associated drainage and site work.  The last phase will be the demolition 

of the existing structures at 144 State Street.  The details of the first two phase are shown on plans 

entitled, “177 State Street Environmental Remediation, August 2016,” and “Meriden Commons 

Permit Plans, Pennrose Properties, Inc. - August 2016”, both signed by Fraser Walsh, P.E. and 

dated August 19, 2016.  The project is located within the 100-year floodplain of Harbor Brook. 

 

The agency has determined that although the proposed development does not promote long-term 

nonintensive floodplain uses or have its utilities located to discourage floodplain development, it will 

not injure persons or damage property in the area of such activity or critical activity, has minimized the 

environmental impact and provides dry egress for the base flood event.  In addition, the agency has 

determined that the activity is in the public interest, will not injure persons or damage property in the 
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area of such activity or critical activity, and complies with the provisions of the National Flood 

Insurance Program. 

 

Therefore, in accordance with CGS Section 25-68d(b) & (d), your request for approval of the above 

referenced certification and exemption request hereby is granted with the following conditions: 

 

 Special Conditions:  

 

1. Protection of Wood Turtles. The permittee shall adhere to the following precautionary measures 

to protect turtles in the vicinity: 

 

a) install silt fencing around the work area prior to construction, 

 

b) conduct a sweep of the work area after silt fencing is installed and prior to construction,  

 

c) the work crew must be apprised of the species description and possible presence and that the 

area be searched for turtles each day prior to construction, 

 

d) any turtles that are discovered should be moved, unharmed, to an area immediately outside 

of the fenced area in the same direction that it was walking, 

 

e) work conducted during the early morning (5am-10am) and evening hours (after 5pm) should 

occur with special care not to harm basking or foraging individuals, 

 

f) no heavy machinery or vehicles should be parked in any turtle habitat, and 

 

g) all silt fencing shall be removed after soils are stable so that reptile and amphibian 

movement between uplands and wetlands is not restricted. 

 

 Operating Conditions:  

 

1. This approval shall expire ten years after issuance or if the construction of any structures or facilities 

authorized herein is not commenced within three years of issuance of this approval. 

 

2. The Certifying Agency may not make any alterations, except de minimis alterations, to any 

structure, facility, or activity authorized by this certification unless the Certifying Agency applies for 

and receives a modification of this certification. A de minimis alteration means a change in the 

design or operation of the authorized permit that does not increase its adverse environmental or other 

regulatory impacts.  

 

3. In constructing or maintaining any structure or facility or conducting any activity authorized herein, 

or in removing any such structure or facility, the Certifying Agency shall employ best management 

practices to control storm water discharges, to prevent erosion and sedimentation, and to otherwise 

prevent pollution of wetlands and other waters of the State.  The Certifying Agency shall 

immediately inform the Commissioner of any adverse impact or hazard to the environment which 

occurs or is likely to occur as the direct result of the construction, maintenance, or conduct of 

structures, facilities, or activities authorized herein.  Best Management Practices include, but are not 
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limited, to practices identified in the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control 

as revised, 2004 Connecticut Stormwater Quality Manual, Department of Transportation’s 

ConnDOT Drainage Manual as revised, and the Department of Transportation Standard 

Specifications as revised. 

 

4. All temporary structures, cofferdams, and fill shall not impede the movement of flood flows and 

shall be removed at the completion of their use. The design of such temporary structure, cofferdams 

and fill shall be based on the DOT Drainage Manual, where applicable. All temporary and 

permanent fill shall be clean and free of stumps, rubbish, hazardous and toxic material. 

 

5. The Certifying Agency shall cause equipment and materials to be removed from the floodplain 

during periods when flood warnings have been issued or are anticipated by a responsible federal, 

state or local agency. It shall be the Certifying Agency’s responsibility to obtain such warnings when 

flooding is anticipated. 

 

This authorization is subject to and does not derogate any present or future property rights or other 

rights or powers of the State of Connecticut, conveys no property rights in real estate or material nor 

any exclusive privileges, and is further subject to any and all public and private rights and to any 

federal, state, or local laws or regulations pertinent to the property or activity affected thereby.  No 

revisions or alterations to the approved plans are allowed without first obtaining written approval 

from this Division of such alterations.   

 

If there are any questions, contact Stacy Pappano of the Inland Water Resources Division at 860-

424-3362. 

      

 

 

 

 ______________    ______________________ 

Date     Michael Sullivan  

Deputy Commissioner 

 

 

 MS/sp 

 

 

 cc: Mark Hood, DECD 

Frasher Walsh, AECOM 

Juliet Burdelski, City of Meriden 

 


